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I BESEECH YOU 

THEREFORE, BRETHREN 

SYNOPSIS: OPTIMAL FLOW AND ENGAGEMENT HAPPENS 
WHEN A PERSON DOES WHAT HE OR SHE WAS BORN TO DO AS A 
“LIVING SACRIFICE” - TOTALLY ABSORBED AND FULLY ENGROSSED 
IN LIFE, LEARNING AND FUTURES AS DETERMINED BY THE 
ARTISANAL CHARISMS OF GOD. THUS ARE THESE GIFTS FAIRLY AND 
EQUITABLY DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING TO THAT “GOOD, AND 
ACCEPTABLE, AND PERFECT, WILL OF GOD”.  
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"I beseech you, therefore, brethren..." Opening movement, first 
of seven, establishing the power of Pentecost and of the Holy Spirit 
who is the Paraclete and under whose authority we "beseech". Other 
translation use, urge, implore, beg, and especially, "encourage" or in 
the Greek, “para-ka-le-ho” referring to the consolation and comfort 
spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, "comfort ye, comfort ye my people" - 
that her days of mourning are over and that God himself has already, 
through the Son, obtain salvation in the gospel not of repentance but 
the gospel of forgiveness. In fact, the first person to encounter the 
resurrected Lord at the empty tomb was the same to whom it was 
spoken the quintessential gospel message of perfection: "go and sin 
no more". There is no more promising a future than one in which sin 
no longer stands in the way as, "there is now no more 
condemnation..." Thus we should be properly acclimatised to the 
gospel atmosphere of grace, grace to bring down the strongholds and 
pave the way for the better things ahead. We encourage because He 
first encourages his beloved Israel.  
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 God has his ways in dealing with Israel and now, in the Church 
those same ways are the pathways to life, learning and futures. He has 
many people in the city and they are his "tzitzit" that hang close to his 
body, that drape from His side, handles for you faith, not doctrines, but 
people who are called to bless God and flourish. Help comes in 
marriage by the Ezer Kenegdo who is the perfect partner, like the 
canary in the coal mine, who must be observed if she stops singing. 
Likewise, God is the Ezer for Israel who puts on full-battle gear to fight 
on our behalf against sickness, disease and dis-ease; who dispenses 
wisdom for today and bright hope for tomorrow. Mercy our story too 
as we step into the call of the Problem Solver who loves to address 
wounds and remove hurts ministering to the man and not his iron, the 
man behind his superpowers, or the woman behind her wonders. Of 
course, physical aid, direct assistance to victims is included but also 
bringing chicken soup for the soul.  
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 He comforts us in our afflictions, and that by the mercies of God; 
to help us stand up and fight but we are also called upon to make 
sacrifices in the context of the overall game plan. As we drawn closer 
to Abba Father, we see (often hindsight) the wisdom of his movements 
in our lives, however painful. He is in charge. We must not only be 
content when we have, but also when we have not and, for the sake of 
the gospel. Suffering is part of the strategy though it is the elephant in 
the room. Thus we fight the good fight and run the race and finish the 
course. The call to be the "metadidomi" has the idea of a resource 
manager, one who deals with all kinds of assets - people, money, 
opportunity, business - and such a gifted person knows how to grow 
and stretch and maximise for optimal benefit. No project can ever be 
sustained in the long run (sustainability is the buzz word) without the 
exercise of sacrificial givers who are masters at getting the most out of 
every situation with whatever is on hand, even at his or own cost, 
martyrdom being the last but not always avoidable cost.  
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Here is the masterful execution of Him who sacrificed his life and 
blood for us in service to the Crown - yet also a call for us to serve (the 
word is "deaconia") meaning to provide service par excellence in 
hospitality and hot meals, in emergency relief, in a thousand and one 
things that need to be done at home, in church and among the 
brothers and especially among those outside the household of faith in 
order that the name of Jesus not be tarnished or evaporated. You are 
the face and name of the Messiah and the only Bible those outside the 
assembly will read. Your execution of the tasks are to be of the highest 
standard of excellence in everything we put our hands to. Well 
planned, brilliantly timed and perfectly executed under the guidance 
of the coaches He provides to encourage, dispense mercy, counsel, 
uplift and keep us going. 
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 The transformation is the aim - working outward from the altar, to 
the porch and into the streets where Jesus name must be known and 
loved through the action, thoughts and feelings of the saints who 
know their God and do exploits. The exploit of transformation is 
perhaps the most visible of all our endeavours as the Truth goes 
marching on. Leading is the great project for a select few who leads by 
example, from the front ("proistemi" means to stand in front and 
establish) and use every means available. As the point person the 
vision must be broken up into smaller tasks as the various members of 
the body require coordination and sympathy one with another. Thus 
this call brings the team together so that the project can come 
together. You will direct, correct and perfect the team so that the team 
will obtain the satisfaction of a job well done.  
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 The articulate teacher is one who puts priority on understanding 
because if he or she does not understand, he cannot impart or explain 
the process to others which is his present concentration. The word is 
"didasko" is the one who switches on the light while every body else is 
cursing the darkness. You are able to simplify the most complex of 
matters that even a child may understand. If you have this gift, you are 
obliged to share it and not keep it to yourself. You do it by 
understanding everything there is to know about your subject so that 
you may invest it in others. You lay the foundation that is often unseen 
at a depths proportionate to the heights that you desire for the student 
to attain. The higher the aspiration, the greater the need to drill down 
deep. There is no end to knowledge and there must be no end to 
teaching those with an understanding heart. There must be both a 
miracle of speaking and also a miracle of hearing on the part of the 
learner. 
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 The will of God can be known. God is not silent. He has a Name. 
He has revealed himself in Israel. The restoration of Israel is proof. The 
cry, Next year in Jerusalem is not in vain. LIkewise God has made 
Himself known in creation and redemption in reformation and in the 
advance of the sciences and medicine and technology - these are the 
"ends of the earth" to which humanity is hurtling toward. Yes, the 
mystery is put there, the secrets are in the garden to be unearthed by 
those with the spirit of enquiry and investigation what the apostle calls 
as the seer or prophetic anointing to uncover the latent and hidden 
and announce it to those who have ears to hear. 
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